RE-USE
PROJECT

The consortium of partners consists of organisations from three European countries coming
from different European regions: Czech Republic - Sculpture Line, Italy — Areacreativa42,
Slovakia - Jan Koniarek Gallery in Trnava

International multidisciplinary co-creating of artworks | Innovative approaches in the context
of sustainability | Young talents, professionals and experts | New quality of the open urban
space

Story of the T-shirt

When designing the concept of the exhibitions at the locations in all three countries, we have focused on raising awareness about sustainability
related issues among the general public/audience of the created artworks. The main goal has been to present the topic of sustainability

and re-use of materials, in relation to artistic creation and to bring on board the theme of sustainability in clothing. The idea is to address

the general public and also the artistic community with the theme of sustainability and to make them think about the issue in a way they can
contribute to reducing the impact on the environment by making conscious choices and changes in their behaviour.

Do you know that...?

Textile consumption in the EU caused on average the third highest pressures on water and land use and the fifth highest use of raw materials
and greenhouse gas emissions. ,The textile sector was the third largest source of water degradation and land use in 2020. In that year, it took
on average 9 m> of water, 400 m? of land and 391 kg of raw materials (and caused a carbon footprint of about 270 kg) provide clothes

and shoes for each EU citizen.” See the link about available relevant sources and recent documents published on this issue.

Story of the T-shirt - its history and journey.
How did it begin?

Industrial Revolution from the 18™ century onwards represented a turning point for textile production and the sale of fabrics, clothing
and textile products. It gradually displaced the previously dominant natural materials such as wool, cotton, linen, hemp or silk and brought
about incomparably greater labour efficiency and the production of cheap textiles. Throughout the 20t" century, we see the parallel
development of haute couture and street style, or fast fashion - inexpensive clothing for everyday wear for the masses of population.

Within this context of industrial mass production, the story of the T-shirt — one of the most popular items of clothing today — begins to be written
during the 19% century. Initially part of the underwear, the T-shirt began to be manufactured around 1900 and finally gained its place as part

of the US Navy’s clothing from 1913. Its popularity in the 50s and 60s was magnified by its appearance on the movie star-rebels of the time
(such as Marlon Brando, James Dean etc.), spreading the pop-culture fashion for the young in the combination of jeans and white T-shirt.

Did you know these following warning facts about today textile production?

e the fashion industry is estimated to be responsible for 10% of global carbon emissions — more than international flights and maritime
shipping combinated

e the textile sector is responsible for about 20% of water pollution; to make a single cotton T-shirt 2.700 litres of fresh water are required
(enough drinking water for one person for 2,5 years)

e the average carbon footprint of a one T-shirt is 7 kg CO, equivalent (kgCO.e)

e single laundry load of polyester clothes can discharge 700.000 microplastic fibres than can end up in the food chain

e only 1% of used clothes are recycled into the new clothes

RE-USE is simply style of life and changing behavior (not changing clothes)

After all, the green line, environmental protection and recycling are among the EU’s priorities for these decades. Our RE-USE project should
also bring about a change in the perception and behaviour of society and a greater degree of responsibility, especially among the young
generation of intellectuals (hence the combination of artists and humanities disciplines), for the present and future state of our society
and the environment...
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